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Welcome to Ob Society 
2019-2020!  

We have just completed our first 150 
years and are now embarking on our next 
150 years. I am very excited to present a 
great slate of speakers covering all areas 
of our specialty.  We will cover obstetric 
fistula, overactive bladder, ovarian 
cancer, expanded non-invasive prenatal 
screening, and laparoscopic treatment of 
infertility.  I plan to wrap it up with a 
talk about controversies in our specialty 
and raise the question of who should be 
the stewards of women’s medical care.

Our first speaker will be L. Lewis Wall, 
M.D., D.Phil. Dr. Wall will speak about 
the tragedy of obstetric fistula around 
the world.  He will talk of the scourge 
that still exists in many parts of the 
world.  Dr. Wall will also review the 
accurate history of Dr. J. Marion Sims 
and his role in fistula repair.  Dr. Wall’s 
unique background as both a physician 
and professor of anthropology has 
allowed him to complete a very accurate 
and thorough analysis of Dr. Sims’ work.  
Dr. Wall was recently the J. Marion Sims 
lecturer at the American Urogynecologic 
Society and delivered a similar lecture to 
a spellbound audience.  This lecture also 
allows us to revisit the ethical issues in 
surgical innovation.

Your summer reading will not be 
complete without reading Dr. Wall’s 
book, “Tears for My Sisters” available 
through Johns Hopkins Press.

There are some exciting changes in 
the works for this year.  The board 
has discussed introducing an Affiliate 
Membership category for nurses and 
advanced practice providers.  These 
providers are an important part of our 
women’s healthcare team and we look 
forward to their participation, once the 
membership votes on this bylaw change.  
Our educational program should enrich 
their knowledge as it does ours.

Finally, we can do nothing without 
membership.  While recent years has 
seen an increase in membership, thanks 
to the hard work of our presidents and 
the board, we still have a way to go!  
My challenge to the membership this 
year is for every member to get at least 
one colleague to join The Obstetrical 
Society of Philadelphia.  This would 
double our membership in one year!  We 
have a strong legacy of 150 years and 
it is imperative to pass it on to a new 
generation.  
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DONALD DEBRAKELEER, DO 
PRESIDENT: OBSTETRICAL SOCIETY OF PHILADELPHIA Thursday, October 10, 6:00 pm

“J. Marion Sims and the 
Vesicovaginal Fistula:  

Historical Understanding, 
Medical Ethics, and Modern 

Political Sensibilities”

We hope that you will be able to join us for 
our October meeting, when L. Lewis Wall, 
M.D., DPhil, of Washington University 
in St. Louis will discuss J. Marion Sims 
and the Vesicovaginal Fistula.

Upcoming Lecture

See page 3 for details.
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2019-20 Meeting Schedule

Dinner Meetings
October 10, 2019	 �J. Marion Sims and the Vesicovaginal Fistula: Historical Understanding, Medical Ethics, and Modern 

Political Sensibilities 
L. Lewis Wall, M.D., DPhil, Selina Okin Kim Conner Professor, Department of Anthropology, 
Washington University in St. Louis

November 14, 2019	 Overactive Bladder 
	 Nazema Siddiqui, M.D., Associate Professor,  
	 Duke University, Durham, NC

January 9, 2020	 Ovarian Cancer Treatment and Screening 
	 Amanda Nickles Fader, M.D., Director, Center for Rare Gynecologic Cancers 
	 Johns Hopkins Medicine, Baltimore, MD

March 12, 2020	 Prenatal Diagnosis: The Next Step 
	 Ronald Wapner, M.D., Director, Reproductive Genetics 
	 Columbia University, New York, NY

April 16, 2020	 JOINT OB/PARES MEETING 
	 Role of Laparoscopy in Infertility Evaluation and Treatment 
	 Mark Fritz, M.D. , Charles Hendricks Distinguished Professor and Director 
	 UNC Reproductive Endocrinology & Infertility, UNC-Health Care

May 14, 2020	 President’s Night 
	 Donald DeBrakeleer, D.O. 
	 Cocktails: 6:00 p.m.	 Buffet 6:30 p.m.		  Lecture 7:00 p.m.

 
THE VENUE FOR THE DINNER MEETINGS IS  THE NATIONAL LIBERT Y MUSEUM, 321  CHESTNUT STREET. 

DISC OUNTED PARKING AT THE B OURSE GAR AGE ON 400 R ANSTEAD STREET.    

Resident Education Day
Friday, May 8, 2020 at the Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania
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October Meeting

The Obstetrical Society of Philadelphia

	

L. LEWIS WALL, M.D., DPHIL, 
SELINA OKIN KIM CONNER PROFESSOR, WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY IN ST. LOUIS

Topic:	� J. Marion Sims and the Vesicovaginal Fistula: 
Historical Understanding, Medical Ethics, and Modern  
Political Sensibilities

Date:	 Thursday, October 10, 2019

Location:	 �The National Liberty Museum 
321 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 

Time:	 6:00 pm Cocktails, 6:30 pm Dinner and Program
 

Discounted parking available in the Bourse Garage!

Payment by check or online at www.obphila.org 
 We cannot accept payments at the door. 

Members  - $60.00              Non-members $70.00 
RSVP’s are due no later than Tuesday, Tuesday, October 1st.

Please make your check payable to The Obstetrical Society of Philadelphia 
308 Rolling Creek Road, Swarthmore, PA  19081.

OUR MISSION: “TO EMBRACE OUR LEGACY, FOSTER COLLEGIALITY, AND SHARE EXPERTISE 
TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH OF WOMEN IN PHILADELPHIA AND BEYOND.”
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P H O T O S  F R O M  P R E S I D E N T ' S  N I G H T

    THURSDAY, MAY 9, 2019

 “�Improving Menopausal 
Education and Health 
Care in the 21st century”

Peter F. Schnatz, D.O.

Past Presidents, Drs. Jason Baxter and Albert El-Roeiy.

President Elect, Donald DeBrakeleer, D.O. Drs. Ravy Lu, Dipti Shah-Parikh, Robert Filosa, with Rosemarie 
Kunaszk, CNM and Lorraine Weil.

Past President, A. George Neubert, M.D.   

Foster Collegiality
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P H O T O S  F R O M  P R E S I D E N T ' S  N I G H T

Peter Schnatz, D.O. passes The Gavel to incoming 
President Donald DeBrakeleer, D.O.

Past Presidents (L-R) Drs. Woodland, Kaufman, Schwartz, Widzer, Zeidman, Schnatz, El-Roeiy, Neubert, Hewlett, Baxter and Delvadia. 

2019 Resident Bowl Winner, Gabriella Pugliese, 
D.O. (center) Einstein Resident with Drs. Lisa 
Perriera and Peter Schnatz. 
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Share Expertise

Match 2019: Another Big Year for OBGYN

On Match Day 2019, more than 30,000 future doctors matched 
to residency training positions at teaching hospitals around the 
country. The National Resident Matching Program® reports 
that this year, 94.3% of U.S. MD applicants matched, with 
77.3% matching to one of their top three choices. Nationally 
there were 255 OBGYN programs offering 1413 (1336) 
categorical positions in the match and there were 1879 
applicants. After the main match there were only 12 (16) open 
spots nationally and only 4 (6) in the northeast corridor (table 
below). Additionally, there were 17 programs that offered 21 
preliminary positions. 

The total number of PGY 1 positions continues to increase (chart below) as does the interest in the specialty. Diversity remains an issue for our 
specialty with men and underrepresented minorities still being under represented in the applicant pool and in matched seniors.

MARK B.  WOODLAND, MS,  MD, FACOG 
CHAIR,  OBGYN READING HOSPITAL/TOWER HEALTH 

CHAIR,  CREOG
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CREOG’s 2018 survey, representing over 5000 OBGYN and a >90% response rate by residents, identified 
trends in applications. CREOG has set as one of its priorities to use this data to positively affect the pre-
match transition to residency for residents and programs in the application process.  

 

CREOG’s 2018 survey, representing over 5000 OBGYN and a >90% response rate by residents, identified trends in 
applications. CREOG has set as one of its priorities to use this data to positively affect the pre-match transition to 
residency for residents and programs in the application process.  
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Match 2019: Another Big Year for OBGYN  
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On July 12th, the House passed the National Defense Authorization 
Act (NDAA) for 2020 by a vote of 220-197. The House version 
of the NDAA includes language calling for a Study on Infertility 
Among Members of the Armed Forces no later than 180 days after 
enactment. The findings will then be reported back to the members 
of the House Committee on Armed Services. The study will assess 
the number of members of the Armed Forces serving as of the date 
of the study who are diagnosed with common causes of infertility, 
such as: 

	 •	 polycystic ovary syndrome,  
	 •	 pelvic inflammatory disease,  
	 •	 uterine fibroids,  
	 •	 endometriosis,  
	 •	 sexually transmitted disease,  
	 •	 testicular disorders,  
	 •	 male endocrine disorders 

ASRM is working to support the continued need for vital research 
important to the field of reproductive medicine. 

We are pleased to report that also on July 12th, Congressman David 
Scott [D-GA-13] offered a Resolution in the House supporting 
the designation of July as Uterine Fibroids Awareness Month. 
ASRM would like to thank the 10 co-sponsors –all members of the 
Congressional Black Caucus—for their support of this resolution. 

•	� Rep. Kelly, Robin L. [D-IL-2] Co-Chair of the Congressional 
Caucus on Black Women and Girls. 

•	 Rep. Fudge, Marcia L. [D-OH-11] 
•	 Rep. Blunt Rochester, Lisa [D-DE-At Large] 
•	 Rep. Norton, Eleanor Holmes [D-DC-At Large] 
•	 Rep. Rush, Bobby L. [D-IL-1]       
•	 Rep. Bass, Karen [D-CA-37] CBC Chair     
•	 Rep. Beatty, Joyce [D-OH-3] CBC Vice Chair     
•	 Rep. Wilson, Frederica S. [D-FL-24]      
•	 Rep. Pressley, Ayanna [D-MA-7]          
•	 Rep. Sewell, Terri A. [D-AL-7] 

The ASRM Bulletin is published by ASRM's Office of Public Affairs 
to inform Society members of important recent developments. 
Republication or any other use of the contents of the Bulletin 
without permission is prohibited. To request permission to quote 
or excerpt material from the Bulletin, contact Sean Tipton at 
stipton@asrm.org.   

			          Contact : �Sean Tipton  
Ph: 202-863-2494  
E: stipton@asrm.org  
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Obstetrical Society Of Philadelphia
Council Members: 2019-20

OFFICERS

PRESIDENT 
Donald DeBrakeleer, DO

Center for Women’s Health of Montgomery 
County 
1000 Walnut Street, Suite 122 
Lansdale, PA 19446

IMMEDIATE PAST 
PRESIDENT 
Peter Schnatz, DO

The Reading Hospital and Medical Center 
Department of OB/GYN 
6th Ave & Spruce Street 
West Reading, PA 19611

PAST PRESIDENT 2ND 
YEAR 
A. George Neubert, MD

Geisinger Health System 
100 N. Academy Ave. 
Danville, PA 17822

PRESIDENT ELECT 
Norman Brest, MD

Lankenau Medical Building, East 
100 East Lancaster Avenue, Suite 561 
Wynnewood, PA 19096-3450

VICE PRESIDENT 
Aasta Mehta, MD

Pennsylvania Hospital 
800 Spruce Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19107

TREASURER 
Fay Wright, MD

111 E. Levering Mill Road 
Bala Cynwyd, PA 19004

SECRETARY 
Lisa Perriera, MD

Thomas Jefferson Hospital 
833 Chestnut Street 
1st Floor 
Philadelphia, PA 19107

ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
Stephen Rubin, MD 

Fox Chase Cancer Center 
Division of Gynecologic Oncology 
333 Cottman Avenue 
Philadelphia, PA 19111

OFFICERS

Luisa Galdi, DO  
(2nd Year)  
Newsletter Committee

Beebe Healthcare 
424 Savannah Road 
Lewes, DE 19958

Nicole Salva, MD  
(2nd Year) 

Penn Medicine Washington  
Square 
14th Floor, 800 Walnut Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19107

Mark Kuhn  
(1st Year) 

Center of Women’s Health 
540 North Woodbourne Road 
Langhorne, PA 19047

Daryl Stoner, M.D. 
(1st Year) 

Women’s Associates 
Einstein Healthcare 
Network 
210 Mall Blvd, Suite 203 
King of Prussia, PA 19406

COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS

Abigail Wolf, MD  
Membership Committee

Thomas Jefferson Hospital 
833 Chestnut Street, 1st Floor 
Philadelphia, PA 19107-5127

Helen Widzer, MD  
Finance Committee

Women’s Associates for Healthcare 
Einstein Healthcare Network 
633 W. Germantown Pike Suite 203 
Plymouth Meeting, PA 19462

Harish Sehdev, MD  
Resident Education Commitee

Pennsylvania Hospital 
2 Pine East 800 Spruce Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19107

Guy Hewlett, MD  
Resident Education Liaison

Cooper University Hospital 
Dept of Ob/Gyn 
One Cooper Plaza 
Camden NJ 08103

Jane Porcelan, MD, JD  
Medico/Legal

Lankenau Medical Building, West 
100 Lancaster Avenue, Suite #433 
Wynnewood, PA 19096

Mark B. Woodland, MD  
Archives

The Reading Hospital and Medical Center 
Department of OB/GYN 
6th Ave & Spruce Street 
West Reading, PA 19611

Larry Glazerman, MD  
Resident Education Committee

Medical Director 
Highmark Blue Shield 

Susan Kaufman, DO  
Grants Committee

Suite S-93, Executive Mews 
1930 State Hwy 70 East 
Cherry Hill, NJ 08003

Nicole Salva, MD  
Resident Education Committee

Penn Medicine Washington Square 
14th Floor, 800 Walnut Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19107

Albert El-Roeiy, MD  
Website

Crozer-Chester Medical Center 
One Medical Center Boulevard 
Upland, PA 19013-3995

Joan Zeidman, MD 
Bylaws

919 Conestoga Road 
Building 1, Suite #104 
Rosemont, PA 19010

Arnold Cohen, MD  
Foundation

Albert Einstein Medical Center 
5500 Old York Road 
Philadelphia, PA l9l41

Sherry Blumenthal, MD  
PA Med Society Liaison

2701 Blair Mill Rd. Suite C 
Willow Grove, PA 19090


